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Sazonov's reserved and cautious attitude, confirms the ex-
pectation that M, Poincare will have anything but a calming
effect here. Significant is the close resemblance between
the President's juristic deductions and the arguments by
Pashitch in the Leipziger Neueste Nachrichten. Spalaj-
kovitch [Serbian Minister at St. Petersburg], whom Sazonov
characterized to me only recently as "unbalanced" [desequi-
libre], may have had a hand in this game.21
When Szapary had bowed and departed, Poincare
remarked to Paleologue that the interview had made an
unfavorable impression on him: Austria seemed to be
preparing some sudden stroke which Szapary vas conceal-
ing; "Sazonov must be firm, and we must support him."
These words sum up better than anything else the signifi-
cance of Poincare's trip to Russia. Aware of Sazonov's
changeable and mercurial temperament, of his ardent Rus-
sian nationalism, alternating, however, with a genuine
desire for peace and a certain timidity which made him
shrink at critical moments from supporting the Serbians
to the point of war,22 Poincare wanted to strengthen
Sazonov's attitude toward Austria. He wanted him to warn
Austria against making inacceptable demands on Serbia,
and to prevent him, in case of need, from accepting any
compromise settlement which might be regarded as a diplo-
matic defeat for the Triple Entente at the hands of Ger-
many and Austria.
Poincare's visit also greatly strengthened the militarist
group in Russia, headed by the Grand Duke, who wanted
Sazonov to take a more aggressive attitude and who were
continually trying to exert pressure on the peace-loving
21 Szapary to Berchtold, July 21, A.R.B., I, 45.
22E.g. IA the Albanian crisis in November, 1913; see also below, ch.
viii, at note 85, Sazonov's remark to Szapary on July 26, that he "had n<7
sympathy at all for the Balkan Slavs," and his apparently momentary
inclination to abandon them, if he could reach a compromise settlement
with Austria which would save Russia's prestige.